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N the 809 0 God, Amen; Before: 
you the right worſhipful Peter Cal 
vert, doctor ef laws, official prineipal of 
| the: Arches court of Canterbury, hwfully 
conitituted your ſarrogate, or any other 
competent judge in this behalf, the proces 
tor of John Williams, of the city and 
dioceſe of Excter and provinee of Can- 
1 ter bury 
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terbury (the lawful huſband of Elizabeth 
Williams] ageinſt the ſaid Elizabeth Wil- 
liams, his wife, of the pariſh of Northam, 
in the county of Devon, dioceſe of Exe- 
ter and province of Canterbury, and againſt 
every other perſon and perſons lawfully 
interyening, or appkaring in judgment 
for her before you, by way of complaint, 
and hereby complaining unto you in this 
behalf, doth fay, alle ge, and, in laws 


r prapound as follows ; ; (to wit) 
3D TI. 41 V IId 1 „ien 


1. That, in the months of January, 
February, March, April, and- May, in 
the year of our Lord 1774, the ſaid John 
Williams, being a batchelor, free 
from all matrimonial contracts and en- 
gagements, did make his addreſſes and 
courtſhips;;in;the way of marriage, tothe 
faid Elizabeth Williams, then Elizabeth 
Melhuiſh, of the pariſn of Withecombe 
Rayleigh, i in the county ef Devon, ſpin- 
ſter, who was. alſo free from all matrimo- 
nial; contracts and engagements; and did 
receive ibe couetſhip . of hin 
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. the aid John Williams, and conſent to be 


married to him; and accordingly, on or 
about: the 17th day of May, Which was 


hundred and ſeventy- four, they the ſaid 
John Williams and Elizabeth Williams, 


joined together in holy matrimony, ac- 


cording to the rites and ceremonies of the 


ehurch of England, as by law eſtabliſhed, 
in the . chapel of the pariſn of Withe- 
combe Rawleigh aforeſaid, by the Rev. 
Matthew Munday, clerk, a prieſt or mi- 
niſter in holy orders of the church of 


England, and then vicar of the pariſh of 


Eaſt Budleigh, with the pariſh of Withe- 
combe Rawleigh aforeſaid annexed ; who 


then and there pronounced them to be 


lawful huſband and wife, in the preſence 


and hearing of ſeveral credible witneſſes, in 
purſuance of the banns of matrimony, firſt 
three times duly publiſhed in the ſaid chapel 


for that purpoſe, the ſaid John Williams 
being then of the age of twenty- five 


years, or thereabouts; and the ſaid Eliza- 


beth 


in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven 


then Elizabeth Melhuiſh, were lawfully 


„ ; 
2 * A 
* » . 
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premiſes in the next:preceding-artielecimen- 


8 he — 
beth Methviſ being chen of my 48 0 


twenty years: and upwards. And this was, 


and is true, publie and notorious g an 
fo much the ſaid Elizabeth. Williams doth 


know: or hath heard, and dethi in her con- 


ſcience believe, and hath confeſſed to be 


true; and the party proponent doth al ledge 
and propound of any other time and place: 


as ſhall appear from the proofs; to be made 


in this cauſe, and every thing in thisart- 


ele contained; jointly and ſevenally. 8 17 
II. That in ſupply of proof of the 


tioned; andto all other intents and purpoſes 
in the law whatſoever; the patty proponeni 
doth exhibit, hereto anne, and puays to be 
here read and/ inſerted; and taken as part 
and parcet hereof, a certain paper writing 


Marked No. 1; and doth albedge and pro- 


pound the fame to be, and contain, à true 
copy of the entry of the marriage af the 


faid: John Williams, and Eliuabeth Wil- 
hams, formerly Melhuiſh, mentioned in 
cha next preceding article; that the ſame 
4 n — Wd 4 extracted from the 
- HE0G regiſter 


Mrs. Elizabeth Williams. 7 
regiſter book of marriages, ſolemvized. in 
the faid chapel, in the aforeſaid pariſh of 
pere N Rawleigh, and carefully col - 
— hated with its original now remaining 
herein, and agrees therewith 3 that all 
and ſingular the contents of the ſaid ex- 
hibit, wete and are true; that all things 
were ſo had and done, as ate therein con- 
tained; and that John Williams, and 
Elizabeth Melhuiſnh, therein mentioned; 
and John Williams, and Elizabeth Wil- 
liams, formerly. Melhuiſh, his wife, the 
parties in this .canſe, were, and are the. 
ſame: perſons ; and this was and is true, 
public, and notorious; and ſo much the 
faid Elizabeth Williams doth. know, or 

| hath heard, and doth in her conſcience 
believe, and hath confeſſed to be true, 
and the party proponent doth alledge,. and 
propound as before. . 

III. That from, and immediately after 
the ſolemaization of the faid marriage, 
they the faid John Williams, and Eliza- 
beth Williams his wife, lived and co- 


* together, at bed and board, as 
lawful 


of 
— — ũ—I ꝓ—— : . — — — — — — — 
Ly 
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lawful fralBada: and wife; and e 


mated their ſaid marriage by carnal copu- 


tation, and procreation of three children, 
two of whom are now living; and they 


o lived and cohabited together at divers 
places, (to wit) in the city of Exeter, and: 


at Exmouth and Dawliſh, in the county 
of Devon; and for and as lawful huſband 


and wife, they the ſaid John Williams, 


and Elizabeth Williams, have ever ſince 


their ſaid marriage, conſtantly owned and: 


acknowledged each other; and were, and 
are ſo commonly accounted, reputed, and 


taken td be, by and amongſt their rela- 


tions, neighbours, Friends, acquaintance, 


and others; and this was and/itrue, pub- 
lie and notorious; and the” party *propo- 
"nent? doth wn and e * ws 


ee. qt; 
IV. That the faid Jobs Willis con- 
tinued to live and cohabit with the ſaid 
Elizabeth Williams his wife, until in or 
about the month of October, 1780, dur- 
ingall which timè he conſtantly behaved 


* Fe 


x va with the ae love, tenderneſs 
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and affection; but the ſaidd Elizabeth 
Williams; having frequently / propoſed and 


inſiſted on a ſeparation; he at length, with 


Freat unwillingneſs, ſubmitted thereto, 
on account of ber repeatedly inſiſting 
thereon, and her very expenſive and ex- 
travagant courſe of life; and they accord 
ingly ſeparated in or about the ſaid month 
of October; 1780, and have not at any 
time fince lived or cohabited together; 
and this Was and is true, public, and no- 
torious; and ſo much the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams doth know, and believe i in her 
vonſcience to be true; and the party pro- 
ponent doth alledge and N as be- 
Tore, =] 
V. That the fait Elizabeth Williams, 
was and is a woman of an unchaſte and 
incontinent diſpoſition, and during the 
time ſhe and the ſaid John Williams, her 


+Seſband, lived and cohabited together at 


Exeter, Exmouth, and Dawliſh, as be- 
forementioned, and until their ſeparatiag, 
and ever fince their ſaid ſeparation, ſhe, 
che ſaid Elizabeth Williams, hath carried | 
bu phe 'B ON 
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on, and doth ſtill continue to carry on, a 
lewd and adulterous correſpondence witi 
Joſeph Peyton, the younger, maſter and 
commander of bis Majeſty's ſloop of war 
the Beaver ;- and frequently committed 
the foul crime of adultery with him; and 
this was and is true, public, and noto- 
rious; and - ſo much the faid Elizabeth 
Williams doth know io her conſcience to 
be true, and the party proponent doth 
1 and propound as before. 
VI. That in the ſummer of the year 
1779, the ſaid John Williams took lodg- 
ings at the houſe of Mrs. Lucy Hutchin- 
Jon, at Exmouth, about ten miles from 
Exeter, where the ſaid Elizabeth Wil- 
liams, and their children went to reſide; 
and the ſaid John Williams's affairs re- 
quiring his attendance at Exeter, he 
only went to Exmouth on Saturday in the 
afternoon, and at ſuch other times as bu- 
ſineſs would permit; and when he went 
on Saturdays, he returned to Exeter on the 
Mondays following; and in or about the 


month of Auguſt, 1779 the ſaid John 
Williams 


L * 4 
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Williams contracted an intimacy with the 
aid Joſeph Peyton, whoſe ſloop was then 


ſtationed in the river Exe, off Exmouth, 
and: ſeveral times invited him to his houſe; 


and the aid Joſeph Peyton taking advan- 


tage of the abſence of the ſaid .Jobn Wil- 
liams from Exmouth, was very frequent 
in his viſits to the faid Elizabeth Willi- 


ams, at the houſe of the faid Lucy 
Hutchinſon ; and as ſoon as the ſaid John 
Williams went away, the faid Joſeph 


Peyton generally went to the ſaid lodg- 


ings, and frequently. breakfaſted, dined, 
and ſupped, and ſtayed with her till very 


late in the evening; and was often alone 


with her two or three hours at a time; 


and at ſuch times many indecent familia- 
rities paſſed between them ; they the ſaid 
Elizabeth Williams and Joſeph Peyton, 
frequently had the carnal uſe and know- 


ledge of each other s bodies; and thereby 


the ſaid Elizabeth Williams committed 


the foul crime of adultery : and whilſt 
the faid Elizabeth Williams fo lodged at 
the houſe of the faid Lucy Hutchinſon, 


B 2 the 
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the Handle of the lock on the door of *. 
parlour in which the ſaid Elizabeth Wil. 
liams and Joſeph peyton uſually fats. way 
taken off by one of them ; {o- that | 
the ſaid' door could not be opened on the 
outfide; : and ' whenever the ſaid . Lucy 
Hotchinſ6n, or any of her family, had 
occaſion to ſpeak to the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams, ſhe or the ſaid Joſeph Peyton, 
either opened the door on the inſide, or | 
gave them an anſwer through the doot 
with the door ut. And this was, and 
is true, public, and. notorious; and fo 
much. the faid Elizabeth Williams doth 
know in her conſcience to be true; and 
the party proponent doth alledge and pro 
pound as before. os 

VII. That in the morning of a day, 
happening 1 in the beginning of the month 
of N ovember, 1779 3 ; and whilſt the faid 
Elizabeth Williams lodged at Exmourh, 
Suſanna Reeves, formerly Tozer, (now 
wife of William Reeves). the ſaid Eliza- 
beth Williams' . ſervant, delivered to her 
3 clean thifr, which the pot on, and ſoon 
4 after 


Me. Elizabeth Williams. 1 3 | 
aftes ſens the ſaid Suſanna Reeves, and 
Mary Tanner her other ſervant, with her 
children to. Exeter; 3 and when they went 
they left the ſaid Joſeph Peyton alone 
with her ; ; and about eight o clock of the 
evening of the ſame day, the ſaid Suſanna 
Reeves returned to Exmouth, and found 
the faid Joſeph Peyton ſtill alone, with 
the ſaid Eligabeth Williams; and they 
had been alone together all or the 
greateſt part of that day, and bad the 
garnal uſe and knowledge of each others 
bodies; and thereby the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams committed the foul crime of 
. adultery ; that when the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams went to bed that night, ſne or- 
deted the ſaid Suſanna Reeves to bring 
her another clan ſhift the next morning, 
which the accordingly did ; and the ſaid 
Eligabeth Williams put it on ; and the 
faid Sufanna Reeves took away the ſhift 
ſhe had given her the morning before ; 
and as the ſaid: Joſeph Peyton, and Eliza- 
beth Williams; had been alone together, 
all er reite part of the preceding day 


and 
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and- the aid. Sali Reeves, ſuſpeting 
that there was a criminal intercourſe be- 
tween them, ſhe examined the ſaid Hthift, 
which the ſaid Elizabeth Williams wore 
| that day, and obſerved thereom divers 
marks or ſtains, as if the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams had been in the act of carnal 
c, although the faid John Wil- 
liams had been on the whole of that day, 

and the following nigbt at Exeter; and 

this was and is true, public, and noto- 
rious; and fo much the ſaid Elizabeth 
W aliams doth know in her conſcience to 
be true; and the party proponent doth al- 
led ge, ad propound as befor. 
VIII. That one evening, ſometime in 
the ſaid month of November, 1779, the 
ſaid Elizabeth Williams called for a pil- 
low, and laid herſelf down in the par- 
lour, in her ſaid lodgings at Exmouth, on 
the carpet before the fire; and it being 
then dark, the ſaid Suſanna Reeves 
lighted. a candle, which the ſaid Eliza- 
beth Williams ordered her to put out; 
gay ſhe alſo ordered her to ſhut. the win- 
dow - 


y 
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dow-ſhutters, which ſhe did; ſoon 2 
which the ſaid Joſeph Peyton came to 
the ſaid lodgings, and went into the ſaid 
parlour, and continued therein alone in 
the dark with the faid Elizabeth Willi- 
ams for ſome time ; and whilſt they were 


ſo together, the aid Suſanna . Reeves 
went into the faid arlour, and the ſaid 
| Elizabeth Williams' s dreſs was then very 
much tumbled 3 and ſhe ordered the ſaid 
Suſanna Reeves to light the candles, 
; which ſhe did ; he. then ordered her to 
bolt the back door, and go to the bake- 
| houſe. for hot bread; but the ſald Suſanna 
Reeves, ſuſpecting chat there would, that 
evening, be a criminal intercourſe between 


Joſeph Peyton, and Elizabeth Williams, 
did not go out of the houſe, but waited 


near the parlour door and liſtened; and 
they the ſaid Joſeph Peyton, and Eliza- 
beth Williams, then i in the faid parlour, 
played,. romped, and ſtruggled together ; 
and ſhe the ſaid Suſanna Reeves, then 
very plainly and diſtinctly heard the ſaid 
ores Peyton, alk. — laid Elizabeth 


Wil- 


* | ; . N 
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| Williams to let Bin x r—r her, and hah 
a ſcuffle; buſtle, or ſtruggle enſued'; And 
ſhe the ſaid Suſanna Reeves the heard 
them breathe ſhort, in ſuch { 4 manner that 
ſhe then did believe, and now doth? bea 
lieve, and is convin aced, that thy; the 
iid Joſeph Peyton, nd Elizabeth til 
liams, . 5 then in the. at 'of cat nal 
ben 3 and the party proponett goth 
expreſsly alledge and ropound, that they 
the ſaid Joſeph Peyton, and Elizabeth 
Williams, had then the carnal us and 
knowledge of © each others b5488, 
thereby ſhe the {aid Eliza beth = Tr 
committed the Ped Line of adultery ; 
and the Laid Elizabeth Williams bad then 
a flowered, muſlin. apron dn, which "was 
very much-tarn i in that part next her ſtays; 
and which was not fo torn before the ſajd 
Joſeph. Peyton came ; and her dreſs -was 
then otherwiſe. very 3 diſordered and 
tumbled: : and on the next mornihg, the 
ſaid Elizabeth Williams put on 4 clean | 


ſhift ;. and the faid Suſanna Reeves then 


examined the ſhift, which ſhe the ſaid 
TT Eliza- 


Mrs. Elizabeth Williams. 17 
| Llizaberh Williams then pulled off, and 
had worn the preceding evening, and ob- 


ſerved thereon divers marks or ſtains, 


ſuch as are uſual on wamen's linen, after 
they have been in the act of 1 r—— 
—n with a man, although the ſaid 
Johan Williams had not been there on the. 


this was and is true, public, and noto- 
rious; and ſo much the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams doth know in her conſcience to 
be true; and the party proponent doth 
alledge and propound as before. 

IX. That ſome time in the "Fey 
of the year 1780, - the ſaid John Williams 
took lodgings for the recovery of the 


health of one of his children by his ſaid 


wife, at the houſe of Mr. Swale, on the 


road to Topſham, about a mile and a half 
from Exeter, and they continued there 
until in or about the month of June, 


1780; that, in the parlour of the ſaid 
houſe, there was a great chair, which 
ſtood in a corner, on the ſide of the 
chimney, and was ſo placed that it could 
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' whole of the preceding day or night: and 
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nat be ſeea hy any per ſon that might look 
into the ſaid parlogs through the windows: 
and, on a day, Happening wbilſt the ſaid: 
John Williams rented ladgings: at the 
houſe of the faid Mr. Swale, the faid Ja- 
ſeph eyton and Elizabeth Williams went 
into the ſaid parlour: together; that the 
ſaid: Elizabeth Williams's children were 
carried into the ſajd. parlour, and conti- 
nued with her there ſome ſliort time, 
but ſhe: ſoon ſent them | out! again; and 
they, with the aforeſaid Suſanna Reeves, 
went to walk in the garden, leaving the 
ſaid Joſeph Peyton and the ſaid EHZaheth 
Williams alone together in the ſaid great 
parlour, where they continued alone a 
conſiderahle time with the doors ſhut; 
and, during that time, Had the carnal uſe 
and knowledge of esch other's bodies; 
and thereby the aid Elizabeth Williams 
committed the foul crime of adultery; 
that the floor of the ſaid parlour was new. 
deal, and had been waſhed by- the. ſaid 
Suſanna Reeves the night before 3 but 
immadiately after the ſaid / Joſeph Peyton- 
4 * f Was 
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ens gone, the fab: Sufanna- Reeves, on 
4 her return into the faid parlour, obſerved 


feveral marks or ſeratches oni the floor, 


before the great chair, and about Half the 
length of ' inan therefrom; which inarkks 
_ . dr ſcratches appeared to be made with the 
todes of man's ſhoes or boote; | And this 
was and is true, public, and notorious; 
and ſo much the ſaid Elizabeth Williams 
doth know in her conſcience to be true, 
and the party proponent do alledge and 
propopd: as before. 
X. That ſome ſhort time after the pte- 
miſſes mentioned in the next preceding * 
article, and ; whilſt the faid Elizabeth 
Williams had lodgings at the houſe of the 
faid Mr. Swale, the ſaid Joſeph Peyton 
again went'to:fee and viſit her there, and 
had then boots on, and they. were Ade 


| j $0gether: 1 in the faid parlour upwards of an 


Baur; and during that time had the car- 
pl vc and knowledge of each ethers. 
bodies ; and thereby 8 ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams committed the. foul- crime of 
adultery ; ;- foon' after which the- faid Jo- 


0 
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ſeph Peyton went away; that * the 


ſaid Joſeph Peyton. went to fee the. faid 
Elizabeth Williams, on that day ſhe was 
quite clean and neat, having on a white 
jacket, and white fil ſtockings; clean, 
ſmooth, and unrumpled, and when the 
ſaid Joſeph Peyton was gone, her \dreſs-+ 
was very much diſord her hair diſne- 
velled, cloaths tumbled, and ber ſtock. 
ings marked, and very dirty, as with the 
blacking of boots, occaſioned hy the ſaid 
Joſeph Peyton! s familiarity-with-her; and 
when he went away that evening, he gave 
her balf a guinea; and this was and is 
true, public, and notorious; and ſo much 
the ſaid Elizabeth Williams doth know 
in her conſcience, and hath confeſſed to 
be true; and the party 2 e 5 
alledge, and propound as before. > 
XI. That about Midſummer, 1200 the 85 
ſaid John Williams took lodgings for his 
wife and family, at a place called Dawliſh, 
on the coaſt of Devonſhire, - and - about 
four miles on the weſt ſide of that part of 
the river Exe, in which the Beaver ſloop 
26 . then 


Mrs. Elizabeth" Williams. 21 
how lay, and about twelve miles from 
Exeter; and they continued there till 
about Michael mas, 17580 and as ſgon as 
the faid Elizabeth Williams was ſettled 
at Dawliſh, the ſaid Joſeph Peyton tre- 
moved his horſe to that place from Ex- 
mouth; and was almoſt" "conſtantly with | 
her there alone, at ſuch times as the faid 
John Williams was abſent ; and at many 
of ſuch times they the ſaid: Joſeph Peyton 
and Elizabeth Williams had the carnal 
uſe and knowledge of each other's bodies; 


and thereby the ſaid Elizabeth Williams 
committed" the foul crime of adultery. 


And this was, and is true, public, and 


notorious ; and ſo much the ſaid Eliza- 
beth Williams doth know in her con- 


ſeience to be true, and the party propo- 


ponent a aljedge.« and . as 52. 
ien - ch 


XII. That n the: aid Elizabeth : 
Williams firſt went to Dawliſh, ſhe had 
lodgings at the houſe of Mr. Cleave, and 
afterwards at 'the houſe of Sarah Dearing, 
on the ns that the ſaid Elizabeth 
Wil- 


n de N of N. 
Williams and Joſephs: Peyton had many 
intervietys at Dawiliſh, in the abſence of 
the ſaid John Williams, at all ours uf 
the day and evening and were alone toge. 
ther for ſeveral hours at a time; thatthere 
was 2 müll tent bed in the little parlour, 
in the houſe of the faid-Sarkh Dearing, 
ina which the ſaid John Williams ſome. 
times lay, and at other times à Man ſer- 
vapt lay there; that when the ſaid Joſe ph 
Peyten was there; the ſaid bed frequently 
appkared to be tumbled; as if ſome per- 
ons had been layiag thereon, aftet it 
had been made up in a morning; and, 
ona day whilſt the ſaid Elizabeth Wil- 
liams lodged at the faid Sarah: Dearioy''s, 
the-afortſaid Suſahna Reeves going into 
the garden met the ſaid Joſeph Pey- 
ton, and on her going into the ſaid 
little parlour, ſoon afterwards, ſhe faw 
Eligabeth Williams moving: the cloaths 
of the ſaid tent bed; and laying the fame 
ſmooth,- fotwithſtanding tho ſaid bed had 
that morning been made by the faid Su- 
e ee _ on her entering 2 
i 8 


Mrs. Elizabeth Williams. 23 
the faid little parkour, the faid Elizibeth 
Williams threw the ſervant's great cot on 
the ſaid bed; and at that time, and all 
other times when the ſaid bed was 
tumbled, there appeared marks, or 
ſcratches on the floor near the ſaid wore 
as if done by the tops of boots, or a man's 
ſhoes; and at all ſuch times as the ſaid: 
Joſeph Peyton, and Elizabeth Williams, 
had been together, when the ſaid Bliza- 
beth; Williams next changed ber ſhift, 
there were marks or ſtains of . of 
ſ==d thereon; as if the ſaid Elizabeth: © 
Williams had been in the act of  c—-l 
n, notwithſtanding the ſaid John 
Williams was then at Exeter, and her 
ſtockings were at ſueh time marked, 
and very dirty, as with the hlacking of 
boots. And this was, and is true, public, 
and notorious; and ſo much the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth Williams doth know in her con- 
ſcience to be true, and the party ptopo- 5 
nent doth alledge and propound as before. 
XIII. That about Michaelmas, 1780, 
the faid Elizabeth Williams being then at 
| Dawn, the, at the inſtigation of the 
3 


„ ine 


ſaid ik Veins, inſiſted on beliig fe: - 
parated from the ſaid John Williams, her 
huſband, which he, at her repeated ſoli- 
citations, at laſt, with great reluctance, 


5 ſubmitted to, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting 


the criminal correſpondence then carrying 
on between her and the faid J oſeph Pey-. 
ton; and on or about the 11th day of 
October, 1780, articles of ſeparation were 
executed by the ſaid John Williams and 
Elizabeth his wife, whereby he covenanted 
to pay her one hundred and fifty pound 
per annum during their ſeparation, and 
twenty-five pounds per annum, for the 
maintenance of one of their children, 
whilſt ſuch child lived with her: and \ 
this was and is true, public, and notori- 
ous; and ſo much the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams doth know in her conſcience to 
be true: and the party Es doth 
alledge and propound eee 
XIV. That ſoon after the date af the 
ſaid articles of ſeparation, the ſaid Eliza- 
beth Williams took lodgings, and went to 


live at the houſe of Mrs. Millener, at 


Sidmouth 3 in the county of Devon, where 
ſhe 


| edit to ive far k ſome time ;. ** 
there, and at ſeveral other places hath 


conſtantly. carried on a leyd and adulte - 
rous correſpondence with the ſaid Joſeph. 


Peyton, as is herein after, more Ftiau- 


larly pleaded and this, was and is true. 
public, and notorious;ʒ and ſo much the 
ſaid Elizabeth Williams doth know - in 
her conſcience to be true; and the party 
proponent doth alledge. and merten as 
einge 7 | 

XV. That bow, 0 * aid Eliea- 
beth Williams went to live at Sidmonth, 
the Laid Joſeph Peyton. alſo went. to. lodge 
at an inn there, but was generally; at her 
lodgings all day, breakfaſted, dined, and 


ſupped 1 with her there, and acted as maſter 5 


of the houſe ; was frequently alone with 
her for ſeveral hours together, and ſtaid 


with het until twelve o'clock at night, 


or until one or two 0 clock i in the morn- 
ing. And this was, and is true, public, 
and notorions and ſo much the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth Williams doth know in her con- 
leigape to * true; aud e party propo- 


oF neut 


nent doth altodge and propound as before, 


* 
Py . 
* 
” 


25 | n een 


XVI. That the faid Elizabeth Wil- 


liams continued to lodge at Sidmouth- 
about ſeven weeks; during all, or the 


greateſt part of which time, ſhe was con- 
ſtantly viſited by the ſaid Joſeph Peyton, 


and kept no other company; and, on an 
cvening during that time, while the faid 


Joſeph Peyton and Elizabeth Williams 
were alone together, Mary Cruiſe, her 
ſervant, heard the ſaid Joſeph. Peyton 
kiſs the ſaid Elizabeth” Williams, and 
alſo heard them ſtruggle together fot ſome 
ſhort time, in which ſtruggle a chair Was 
broke; and then the faid: Jofeph Peyton 


and Elizabeth Williams breathed very 


ſhort, and the faid Mary Cruiſe was then 
convinced, and doth now verily, and in 
her conſcience belieye, as the truth and- 


fact was and is, that they the faid Joſeph 
Peyton, | and Elizabeth Williams, were 


then in the act of carnal ; and 


this was and is true, public, and noto- 


rious; and fo much the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams. * know in her conſcience 
* ip to 
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to be true; and the party proponent doth 
alledge and propound as heft. 1122 


#2 VII. That during all the time the 
ug, Elizabeth Williams lodged. at g 
mosth, the ſaid Mary Cruiſe washed ſhęr 
linen: and at all times after the ſaid I- 
feph Peyton had been with, the ſaid Kli- 
Zabeth Williams. there were divers marks 
or ſtains on her ſhifts, as if ſhe had been 
conterned with a man in the act of -l 
e n; and no ſuch marks or ſtains 
. appeared on her ſhifts when the ſaid Jo- 
ſeph Peyton. had not been with her ; and 
this was and is true, public, and. noto- 
rious; and ſo much the ſaid Elizabeth 
Williams doth know in her conſcience; to 
be true, and the party proponent doth al- 
ledge and propound as before. 
XVIII. That on or about the qothaley 
4 April laſt, the ſaid Joſeph Peyton and 
Elizabeth Williams took lodgings at-the 
houſe of Timothy Scriven, at Weymoulb, 
in the county of Dorſet,” and went to live 
and cohabit together as hulband and wife) 
aud continued there until the beginning 
0 D 2 1 
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Au RAY that the ſaid” Timothy 
| Bcriven let his ſaid lodgings to the ſaid 
5 Joſeph Peyton and Elizabeth williams, 
a buſband and wife, and did not doubt, 
br know any thing to the contrary, until 
they had been there ſome time; that the 
mid lodgings conſiſted of two bed cham- 
bers, a kitchen, and drefling-room ; that 
Mary Iſaac, their ſervant, ſlept at nights 
in an adjoining houſe, except only a few 
nights when the ſaid Joſeph Peyton was 
abſent from Weymouth, and' then ſhe ſlept 
in the ſame lodgings with Elizabeth Wil- 
liams: and the party proponent doth fur- 
ther alledge and propound, that at all times 
Joſeph Peyton and Elizabeth Williams ſo 


flept in the aforeſaid lodgings at Wey- 


22 ” 


mouth, they lay all night naked and alone, 
in one and the ſame bed together, and 
had the carnal uſe and knowledge of each 
other's bodies; and thereby the faid Eli- 
--zabeth Williams committed the foul crime 
- of adultery; that in the beginning of the 
ſaid month of June laſt, they quitted the 
aid lodgings, * * to them about 
three 


2 
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4 three days after they had fo quitted them, 
and continued there until about the 18h 
day of June laſt, when they finally quitted 


the ſame: and during all the time they ſo 


f lodged at Weymouth, they paſſed for and 


pretended to be huſband and wife; and 


were ſo commonly underſtood to be. 3 and 
this was and is true, public, and notorious: 
and ſo much the ſaid Elizabeth Williams 


doth know in her conſcience to be true, 
and the party proponent doth alledge and 


; propound as before. . 


XIX. That fince the faid Joſeph Peyton 
and Elizabeth Williams quitted Wey- 


mouth, they have lived and cohabited to- 
' gether, and carried on their lewd and 


adulterous correſpondetice at Charmouth, 


in the county of Dorſet, and Northam in 
the county of Devon, and other places; 
and have frequently lain together all night 
naked and alone, and had the carnil uſe 
and knowledge of each other's bodies; and 
thereby ſhe. the ſaid Elizabeth Williams 
committed the foul crime of adultery ; and 


"Wo" Rill continue to live and cohabit 
and 


82 5 * n- Tal of 


_ and camy en en 
gether 47 and chis was and is true, public, 
and notorious . and. ſo much the aid Eli- 
_ .zaberh, Williams deth know in her con - 
ſeienes to be teus: and the. party propo- 
* doth,aHedge.,. and,proppynd as before. 
u XX, That, be aid John, Wallis, 
brought hig action in his majeſty's court 
of King's beach; againſt. the ſaid, Joſeph 
Peyton, by the. name and deſcription of 
| Joſeph Peyton, the younger, Eſq; for the 
damage ſuſtained by bim the. ſaid John 
Williams, on treſpaſs. by. the aforeſaid 
criminal converſation; of the ſaid Joſeph 
Peyton the younger, with the ſaid Eliza- 
beth Williams, wife ef the faid. John 
Williams; FE and the ſaid cauſe Fame on ta 
be | heard, on the 12th day of Auguſt laſt; 
at the aflizes beld for the county of, De- 
von, before Sir Richard Perryn, kaight, 
of of the barons. of his Majeſty's court 
of. Exchequer, and Francis Buller, Eſq; 
one of the juſtices of his Majeſty's court 
of King' s Bench, and a ſpecial jury, when, 
after many Fhtacties. HHS examined, and 
. 9 . a long 


I 


Mrs. Plinaketh WiWliams. + 
a W on behalf bf theiafore: 
ſiaic loſeph Peyton, twelve ſpacial jurors 
being then duly empannel led ang ſνõοντn 
founda verdict for the faid John Williams, - 
the plaintiff, with a thoufandpoants: do 
mages, and his coſts of: ſuit and thia was) - 
and is true, public, and notorpus, and 
ſo much the faid Elizabeth Williams duties 
know in her conſcience to be ttue, and 
the party 6 ng n pro 
pound as before. ens, 
XXI. That in PRO pf; bebeng; the 
ö anion preceding 
axticle, and:tocall; other intents and pur- 
poſes, in the law: whatſoever; the party 
proponentidoth exhibit, and hareto annex, 
and prays ta be chere read and inſertedp 
an: taken as part and parcel heveof, a cer- 
tain; paper Writing, marked No. 2: and: 
dath alledge and propound the ſame to be 
aud contain a. true Copy of the jud gment 8 
af his majeſty s rqurt of King's bench, 
given in tlie aforeſaid ſuit, brought in the 
ſaid court by the faid John Williams, 
againſt the ſaid Joſeph Baan, by the 


name 


— — — 
oo ES 
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name and addition of Joſeph Peyton "ON 
younger, Eſq; as mentioned in the next 
preceding article: that the ſame hath 
been faithfully extracted from the record 
of his majeſty's court of King's bench, and 
carefully collated with its original now 
remaining therein, and agrees therewith 
that all and ſingular the contents of the 
fGidexhihits' were, and are true; that all 
things were ſo had and done as are therein 
contained; and that Joſeph Peyton, the 
younger, Eſq; therein mentioned, as the 
defendant in the ſaid cauſe, and Joſeph 
Peyton, the younger, who as aforeſaid, 
carried on an adulterous correſpondence 
with the ſaid Elizabeth Williams, is 
cone, and the ſame perſon, and not divers; 
5 and John Williams therein alſo mentioned 
; as the plaintiff, and Elizabeth Williams, 
his wife, therein alſo mentioned, to have 
Carried on an adulterous intercourſe with 
the ſaid Joſeph Peyton, the younger, and 
John Williams and Elizabeth Williams, 

his wife, the parties in this cauſe, were, 


* are the fame pegſon ; and this was, 
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350 U true, Public, and Hotbrious ; 3 and fo 
much the ſaid Elizabeth Williams doth 
know in her conſcience, and hath confefzd 
be true; and the party proponent doth | 
Alegge, and propound'as befote. 
XXII. That the faid John Witliams 
hath never lived or cohabited with the 
ſaid Elizabeth Williams, his wife, fince 
they were ſeparated from each other, as 
mentioned in the 4th, 13th and 14th arti- 
cles of this libel; and this was, and is 
true, publie, and notorious, and ſo much 
the ſaid Elizabeth Williams doth , 
in her conſcience, and hath' confeſſed Io 
be true, and the party proponent doth al- 
ledge and propound as before. 
XXIII. That the ſaid Elizabeth Williams 
hach Race been delivered of 2 a baſe born 
female child; begotten on her body, by 
the ſaid Joſeph Peyton ; and the faid Jo- 
ſeph Peyton hath owned and acknow- 
ledged ſuch child to be his daughter, and 
as and for a baſe born child, begotten' by 
him on the body of the ſaid Eliza- 
| beth i Williams, as the the ſaid Elizabeth , 


* D Wi- 
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and the. party proponent doth, alledgs; 1 


eter; and thetefgre, and hu reaſeh of the 
letters of requeſt, under, the hand and ſeal 
of the Rev. 4 
ton, clerk; batchelor, of- laws, uicar gene- 
* of the — father in God John, 


h e , 


8 2 iams 99th acknowledge. and 1 ; 


and duch child ihne cormonlygecaunted, 


reputed, and takep ſo to he by the neigh- 


bours,. friends, and acquaintances, of the 
the ſaid John Peyton, and Elizabeth Wil 


liams: and, this was, and is true, public, 


and ngforious; and ſo much the ſaid Bli- 
zabeth Williams doth; Know in ber, con- 
ſcience, and hath oonfeſſad to be true: 


propound as, before; ©, - 

XXIV. That of and concerning the pe- 
miſſes, it hath. beep, and is rightly; and 
duly,complained to you, the official prin- 


cipal, aforeſaid, and to this court, and the 


party proponegy doth Wedge ang: moo 
Pound ac before.. 

XXV. That the. Gig Elizabeth Willi | 
ams ws and. is aß the pariſh of Northam, 
in the county, of Devon, and dioceſe of Ex- 


and warſhiptul James Carring- 


by 


/ 


1 


Mys, Eligabttb"Willtams, 


cepted; and by reaſan af the original ci - 


this cauſe, ſhe, the. faid Elizabeth Wik 
liams was, and is ſuhject to the jurif- 


party proponent doth A and pro- 


pound as before. * 
XXVI. That all and fingular the pre- 


miſſes' were and are true, public, . and 
notorious z and thereof, there was, and 
is public, voice, fame, and report, of 


which legal. proof being made, the party 


proponent prays right and juſtice to be 
- gffectually done, and adminiſtered to him 
and his party in the premiſſes; and that 
the ſaid John Williams may be divorced 


from bed, board, and mutual cohabita- | 
tion, with the faid Elizabeth Williams 


his wife; by reaſon of tho adultery by 


her 


| 1 
by divine permiſſion, lotd biſhap of 
Exeter, and official principal of this 
Conſſſtor ipal Epiſcopal: court of Exater, 
lawfully conſſituted, preſented to you the: 
official principal aſoreſaid, and by you ac- 


- 4 p 1 = 
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tation, iſſdæd under | ſeal uf this court in 


digion of. this court; and this was) and 
is try&, public, and: notorious; and: the 


9 „ . 7 rial „ 
her conicalttsd 3 | and that farther may be 
done and decreed in the premiſſes as ſhalf 
be lawful in this bebalf; the” party 
proponent not obliging himſelf to prove 
all and ſingular the premiſſes, or to the 
burthen of a ſuperfluous proof, againſt 
which he proteſts and prays, that ſo far 
as he ſhall prove in the premiſſes, he may 
obtain i in his petition the benefit of the 
law, being always preſerved, bumbly i im- 
2 the aid of you ons] in n de. 
1 1 
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Arches. cout of Canterbury 


„Kn POSITIONS... 
The Depoftin of Ralph Swale. | 


„ ALPH SWALE, of the pariſh of 

Heavitree, in the county of Devon, 
yeoman, aged about fifty years, a witneſs 
produced and ſworn, depoſes and ſays, 
that Mr. John Williams, a party in this- 
cauſe, in the beginning of the year 1780, 
(to the beſt of his recollection) came and 
hired: the deponent's lodgings, for the 
recovery of one of the children's health; 


which lodgings are fituated on Topſham- 


road, and about a mile and a half from 


the city of Exeter. The apartments 
which were taken by the ſaid John Wil- 
E liams, 


=. The Trial of 
liams, for his children and ſervants, con- 
fiſted of two lodging rooms, and one little 
parlour which looks” out into the high 
toad, though at ſome little diſtance ; 
and which, Mrs. Williams (wife of the 
ſaid John Williams, the other party in 
this cauſe) about a week after the lodg- 
ings were hired, defired they might be 
exchanged for a great parlour in this de- 
ponent's houſe ; which was accordingly 
complied with; in which great parlour, 
at that time, there was only one win- 
dow, looking into the court, which is 
too high for any perſon to look in at 
from the court; the height being up- 
wards of eight feet, in this deponent's 
opinion. That, in the ſaid great parlour 
there was an elbow chair, placed in a 
corner by the ſide of the chimney ; and 
which was ſo ſituated as not to be ſeen 
by any one, even though they could have 
n in at the window. 


— 
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He further lays, that he well Kids 
Jofeph Peyton, commonly called Captaih 
| Peyton 3 and that he came to know him, 
krotn His frequent viſits to Mrs. Williams 

at his houſe : that, at fundry times, when 
ſhe came to ſee ket childten at the'afore- 
faid lodgings, ſhe would ſornetimes core 


with Captain Peyton and other company, 
but oftener met Run there. That, when 


Captain Peyton uſed to be in the parlour 
with her, the children were conſtantly 
ſent out in the garden, or other walks, 
with their nurſe, 'Sufinna Tozer (now 
Reeves); and Captain Peyton and Mrs. 
Williams would often continue together 
alone for an hour or more, with the door 
ſhut; and this depbnent has often ſul 
pected, and told his wife, he thought 
there was too much familiarity carried 
on between Captain Peyton and the faid 
Mts. Williams. That this deponent did 
alſo obſerve certain ſtains or marks on the 
floor of the patlour, (which was new deal) 
Dear the great chair, immediately after Cap- 

E 2 tain 


| he — belicyes — then bad the hoc 


35 ee 


tain Peyton, and Mrs, Williams left the 
room, and which PR: A him to be mr 


knowledge of each other, and a 55 
commit che FA of adultery, bol big 


# To 7 xo } | 


This ons 7 Sa * that after 


Captain. Peyton uſed 10 be alone with 


Mrs. Williams, he had obſeryed her hair 


to be much diſhevelled and tumbled: 


that, when the Captain did leave her, 
ſhe would accompany bim to the door; 
at which time her eyes appeared red, as 


though ſhe had been crying. That, as 


ſoon as the Captain had mounted his 


borſe, ſhe. would go, to her chamber- | 


window. which fronted the road, and 


look after him till he was out of fight ; ; 
and he would look, back frequently, over 


his ſhoulders, to her; at the ſame. time; 
and i further to this article, he cannot. de- 


poſe, ſaye only. that the captain was fre- 
quently 


” ” 1 
5 — 


quently alone with her, with his boots 
on, and he has heard Suſannah Tozer ſay, 
that the captain once gave her half a 
guinea, but 8er * "ara he conn 


; * 
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7 he Depoſttim of Sys RW, 


Y SSN REEVES, late Tozer, 
now reſiding 1 in Briſtol, aged ag 


5 54 te Ca the bet ſhe de- 
poſes, that in the year one thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred and ſeyenty-ſeven, (as ſhe 
believes the time to be) ſhe was hired as 
a wet nurſe by Mrs. Williams for her 
child; this deponent faith, that when 
| the came to live with the parties in this 
cauſe, they lived and cohabited together 

| as 
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28 lawful huſband and wife; and hid then 
one child, afterwards chriſtened by the 
name of John Melluiſn: and during the 
time of her ſtay there, Mrs. Wilfiams 
had another ſon, which was privately bap- 
tized by the name of Humphrey Mel- 
huifh, And this deponent hath heard, 
and been informed, that ſhe had one 
child dead-born before ſhe came to live 
with Mrs. Williams, She likewiſes de- 
| poſes, that ſhe lived with her maſter and 
miſtreſs in the eity of Exeter, at Ex- 
mouth and Dawliſh ; ; that Mrs, Williams 
had owned to this de ponent, her mar- 
Tiagewlth her huſband Mr. Williams, and 


that it was ſolemniged in the FO of 
Weed. | 


8 * n= 


To * fourth article the . chat 
to the beſt of her belief and knowledge, 
Mr. Williams behaved to Mrs. Williams 
with great love and affection: that Mrs. 
Williams hath more than once declared 
to this Ls that ſhe wiſhed to be 
ſeparated 


| Mrs. Elizabeth" Williams. 39 


not like him, and er not livs a 
with him. This deponent apprehends 
and believes, that there were articles of 


hams and his wife, about October 17803 
but whether Mr. Williams fubmitted ta 

it with reluctance, ſhe cannot depoſe : 
hat ſhe left Mr. Williams's ſervice ſoon 
| afterth e ſeparation took place; and whe- 
ther Mr. Williams and his wife have ſince 
cohabited together, ſhe cannot depoſe. 


To the fifth, ſixth, ſeventh and eighth 
articles this deponent fays, that ſhe knows 


Joſeph Peyton. the younger, commianly 


called Captain Peyton ; that ſhe came to 
know him by his frequent viſits at her maſ- 


 ter's houſe: that in the ſummer (which ſhe 


believes to be in the year 1779) her ma- 


ſter took lodgings at the: houſe of Mrs. 


Lucy Hutchinſon, in Exmouth, for his 


wife and children: that her maſter uſual- 


ly c came to Exmouth on Saturday even- 


ings; 


ſeparation executed between Mr. Wil- 
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| ings, and te nd G- dig WES 
morning, when he went to Exeter to at- 
tend his neceſſary buſineſs that during hie 
ſtay there, Captain Peyton often viſitec 
at the houſe, but more frequently in his ö 
abſence ; that he almoſt every day breax- 
faſted, drank tea, and ſpent the evening 
alone with Mrs. Williams, till nine or | 
ten o'clock at night. That he very ſel- 
dom dined there, as Mrs. Williams told 
this deponent the people would remark 
it, if he did ſo in Mr. Williams's abſence, 
as they had told about the open and 
her. | | 1 


7 be further depoſes; that one day, ſhe 
believes in November, ſhe, with another 
ſervant and the children, were ſent to 
Exeter: that, When ſhe left Exmouth, 
Captain Peyton and her miſtreſs were then 
alone together; and ſhe found them ſo 
when ſhe returned in the evening. That 
during her abſence, the handle of the 
* on the door of the parlour, in which 
Mrs. 


7 
£ - 
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Mrs. Williams and Captain Peyton uſually 
fat, was taken off (but by whom ſhe can- 

not ſay) ſo that the ſaid door could not be 

opened on the outſide; and, if this depo- 
nent wanted to ſpeak to her miſtreſs after- # 
wards, on any account, ſhe was obliged 
to wait till it was opened by | ſome one 
within. That her miſtreſs and Captain 
Peyton were often together in the ſaid 
room, with the door ſhut; and that the 
Captain uſed frequently to * the door © 
to let this depoteat | in. 


She ere tack, Ss, on the ſame 5 
5 mentioned above, ſhe delivered to her 
miſtreſs a clean ſhift, before ſhe ſet out 
for Exeter; and, after her return to Ex- 
mouth that evening, when ſhe went up 
io wait on her miſtreſs to bed, ſhe then 
ordered this deponent to put another clean 
ſhift by the fire, for her to wear the next 
morning; and this deponent ſuſpecting a 
criminal intercourſe between Captain 
Peyton and her miſtreſs, examined the 
thift which ſhe had worn the preceding 
| F : days | 
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day; and was then taken off; and this 
deponent obſerved ſeveral marks and ſtains 
thereon, Which the! verily believes were 
occalioned ' by carnal — —— between 
Captain Peyton and her miſtreſs, as her 
maſter had been from Exmouth ſome 
mel 1G 5 ie 2. $6: 1 N . 


| She Jullher Faith, chin 8 evening 
in November 1779, her miſtreſs return 
ing from a walk; ordered her to bring 
her a pillow into the parlour, which ſhe 
did, and her miſtreſs lay down on the 
earpet before the fire 4 that it was then 
dark, and ſhe ſhut the windows by her miſ- 
treſs s orders: the deponent then brought 
in candles, which her miſtreſs ordered 
her to put out, becauſe ſhe ſaid the want- 
ed to ſleep. Some time after, her miſ- 
treſs ordered her to light the candles; 
the then went into the room with a light- 
ed candle, and ſaw Captain Peyton walk- 
| ing vp and down the room, and her miſ⸗ 
n ant Ss Gwe: wall in a very 
7 walk indecent 


» 
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treſs then ordered her to bolt the / back - 
doot (nd perſon being in che houſe at 


that time but her miſtreſs, and Captain 
Peyton and herſelf) and go to the bake- 
houſe for hot bread ; but ſhe did nor go ; 


and ſuſpecing.a criminal. intercourſe be- 


tween the parties, as before, ſhe-liftencd 
near the parlour door, and heard them 
comping. and playing together: and ſhe 


plaiply heard Captain Peyton aſk her miſ- 
treſs to let him ⁊ er her that a buſtle 


them breathe ſhort, in ſuch a Manner as 


ſhe verily thought they were i in the act of 


arma ——— and did then commit the 


crime of adultery together: that: her miſe 


tre d then on a flowered: muſlin a- 


yp the, 05h of — ſtays.(which was ſharp) 


and which was not ſo in the morning, 
when. the deponent delivered it te her 
Y miſtreſs ; ſhe likewiſe ſays that ne car- 
160} © "PM | ried 


indecent attitude her dreſs likewiſe much 


and ſtruggle enſued, and ſho ſoon heard 


. inde and — on — 85 


Mrs. Williams had taken off, divers 


marks or ſtains as if two people had d 


11 
I 
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She further depoſes that, in the 
ning of the year 1780, to the beſt of her 


0 recollection, her miſtreſs hired Mrs. 


Swale's lodgings, which were fituated a- 


f bout à mile and an Half from Exeter, on 


the Topſham road; ; the apartments of 
which, taken by Mts. Williams, for her 
children and this deponent, confiſted of 
two lodging- rooms, and one little parlour, 
which locks out into the high-road, 
though at ſome little diftance ; in which 


little parlour this deponent ſays, Captain 


Peyton and her miſtreſs were often alone 
together, the floor of which was new deal ; 
and that, at one particular time, her miſ⸗ 


treſs came neat and clean dreſſed, in a 
white jacket and pettieoat, and white filk 
LA all- e and unrumpled: 


ASE that 
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that ſhe met Captain Peyton there, and 
they were alone for ſome time: that when 
the Captain went away, this deponent 
brought him his horſe, and he gave her 
half a guinea. That ſhe then went into 
the little parlour, and found that Mrs. 
Williams was walked into the garden: 
ſne then ſaw ſeveral marks or ſcratches-on 
the floor, near the chimney, which ap- 
peared to this deponent to have heen made 
buy the tops or points of boats. That ſhe | 
went to her miſtreſs in the garden, who 
ſaid ſomething. to this deponent about 
half a guinęa, but what ſne does not per- 
fectly recollect; and then this deponent 
told her miſtreſs that ſhe had got half a 
guinea, which the Captain had juſt-given 
her. Mrs. Williams then ſmiled, - and 
aid the had Juſt lent it him. That her 
miſtreſs afterwards went home to Exeter, 
and this deponent followed her, and ob- 
ferved her dreſs to be much diſordered and 
tumbled, with her hair diſheyelled ; and 


ſhe kewiſe perceived that her ſtockings 
were 


— 4 ——ẽ— —— — 1 
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main alone 3 in the. parlour together, with 
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/ were very- dirty I inſide as if they 
| Had been difcoloure@ with the blickingof 
Dots, which the Captain generally Wore 


| 2 he eame to Swale's lodgings. And 


mis deponont ſayꝭ that, about a weck f 
ter the lodgings were hired, her miſtreſs 
deſired that! tho ſmmall parlout might be 
exchanged fbr A great patlour in Mr. 
Swale's houſe: which wa complied with: 
in which great parlour, at that time, 


here was only ohe window, looking into 


the court, which is too high for any per- 
on to look in at, from the court. That, 
in the great parlour, there was an elbow- 

chair, placed in a dark cornet of the room: 
that Mrs, Williams uſed: frequently to 
walk from Exeter to the afoteſaid lodg- 
ings to ſee her children; and Capt: Peyton 
generally met, and ſometimes accompanied 


| her. there; that when he did come, the 


children uſed to be ſent out of the parlour, 
into the garden, with this deponent; and 
the Captain. and her miſtreſs uſed to re- 


the 
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the door hut. That the Har gf l 


NEW. deal. 3 which had been waſhed by 5 


this deponent one particular night, but 
the exact time ſhe does not now recollect ; 
and, the morning following, Mrs. Wil- 
liams and the Captain met there, and were 
together alone : that, after ſome time, 


they quitted the aforeſaid room ; and then 
the Captain and her miſtreſs returned to it; ; 


and this deponent obſerved ſeveral marks 
or ſcratches. on. the floor, of about'half 
the length of a man, before the great 
chair that ſtood in the dark corner of the 
room; and which appeared to her to have 
been done with the points of boots, or 
ſhoes : and this deponent obſerving ſome- 
| thing on a chair that was in the room, 
which appeared like ——, and her miſ- 
treſs perceiving that this deponent ſaw it, 
425 it away with her own handkerchief, 


That, about Finde 1780, Mr. 
Williams took lodgings : at a Mr. Cleave' 8, 
for his wiſe and family, at 2 place called 


x INT n Daxwliſh, 
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Dawlich, in ihe cotinty of Devon; NY 
four miles on the welt fide of that part of 
the river Exe, in which the Beaver loop | 
commanded by Captain Peyton, then lay, 


7 and about twelve miles from Exeter ; nn 


ey. ſtaid there about three months, 


— 


| "ad this 1 . 44 that 
Captain, Peyton, ſoon after his miſtreſs' 8 
going to Dawliſh, removed his horſe from 
Exmouth, where he uſed to keep it, to 
chat place: that, ſome time after Mr. 
Williams had taken Cleave's lodgi ngs, he 
likewiſe took, at Mrs. Williams' s requeſt, 
to accommodate the family better (as ſhe 
faid) Deering's lodgings in the ſame vil- 
lage, but at ſore diſtance from the other; 
which was ſeldom reſorted to by any of 
the ſervants, but for the purpoſes of ſleep⸗ 
ing, cleaning the rooms, and making the 
beds. That, on a partieular day, which 
the does not now recollect, her miſtreſs 
and Captain Peyton were alone together, 

in a room 3 to a bed- chamber, | 
that 
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that either the Captain or her: miſtreſs 
knogked upon the floor (9 bell being in 
the room ʒ) that ſhe went up to them, 
and found ber miſtreſs ſitting on the 
Captain's knee, very faint and low, and 
the Captain kiſſing her at the ſame time. 
That he afterwards helped her, with this. 
deponent, into the next room, and put 


her 124 the bed. 


C 
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- She 410 1 =_ at Mrs. Deerin g 's 
lodgings, there was a tent-bed in a little 
parlour; in which bed her maſter. uſed to. 
fleep, when at Dawliſh; for her miſtreſs 
ſaid ſhe did not chooſe Mr. Williams 
ſhould ſleep with her, as he had hurt his 
rib by a fall from his horſe; and that ſhe 
woyld as ſoon ſleep with a woman as with 
Mr. Williams, for ſhe might ſleep for a 


month together with him, without know- 
5 ing Whether he Was Pan or woman. | 1 


Th hat the tent G5 in which the cook- 
maid, Mary Lane, and ſometimes a ſer- 
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vant” belonging to Mr. Wunhams, in Bie 
abſende, likewiſe! uſed! to fleep, has bren 
frequently found tumbled, after having 
been made up in a morning by her; as it 
Has at other times, after having been mad 
up by Mary Lane, as the 1 Many 1 

3 told * SR” oþ | 


She futter e abs die! . 
time, as ſhe was going into the garden, 
which is in the front of Deering's lodg- 
ings, ſhe met Capt. Peyton in the garden; 
arid; as this deponent paſſed the little par⸗ 
lour window, which locked into it, the 
ſaw her miſtreſs moving che clodths of the 
tent bed, and endeavouring to lay them 
ſmooth, notwithſtanding the bed had been 
made by this deponent in the morning; 
and, upon her entering into the room, ſhe 
ſaw that the ſervant man's great ' evar, 

which ufüally hung behind the door, 
Was thrown on the bed; and that the 
bed, at that time, appeared to have been 


much rumbled 5 and that there were ler 
| veral 
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veral marks or eratches best, he bed, on 
tthe-boards, as if made by the tops of boots 
or ſhocs: ant that {then (as, well;as ſhe 
tecollects) and frequently at other times, 
hen her miſtreſs changed her ſhlifts, 
after having been alone with Captain 
iPeyton, ſhe: has-obſerved ſevetal marks or 
iNains, 2 AS; if cauſed by emiſſion of. Fre 
and her ſtockings were dirty, as if occa- 
ſioned by the blacking of boots; and 
other ſtains upon the upper part of her 
ſtockings: and, from the above circum- 
ſtances, this deponent verily believes, that 
Captain Peyton had carnal knowledge of 
the ſaid Mrs. Williams 3 and that they 
did, then and there, commit the crime of 
N I 
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She further ſays that, one even pen 
dhe Captain came to her miſtreſs's lodgings , 
at Cleave's, much intoxicated with li- 
guor, and her miſtreſs ſuddenly retiring to 
the other lodgings, he followed her; and, 
Fading t the door ſhut againtt him, he ſaid 
; G 2 5." 


_* 
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to this deponent, that her miltreſs ald not 
uſe to be fo ſqueamiſh; and that there had 
been times, when he could have taken 
more liberties; or words to that effect: 
and that this deponent, not being able to 
prevail on him to go to his lodgings, Mrs. 
Williams came down to him, with her 
_ . gown and ſtays off, in her night- cap and 
| bed-gown,. and led him to his on lodg- 
ings, at Mrs. Dyer's, whoſe N was at 
ſome confiderable GrRtatioh,. PORE 1300 | 


| She fürcher depoſes NEW ona certdin 
evening, when the Captain came to take 

his leave of Mrs. Williams, propoſing to 

1 ſail the next morning, ſhe obſerved the 
Captain and her miſtreſs ſitting in the 
= parlour-window, both in tears; and the 
Ik Captain had one hand round her waiſt, 
and the other in her pocket-hole ; 'and 
her head was reclined on his . boſom. 
Mrs. Williams told the deponent to go 
and fetch a little box, with rings and 
dbther trinkets contained in it, to give to 
| > £2505 


Mrs. Elizabeth William. + $4 
the Captain, who forbad the: deponent to 
#0 for it. She alſo ſays, that her miſtreſs 
offered this deponent two guineas, to go 
to Exeter, to take her picture out of the 
drawing toom unknown to her maſter, or 
any perſon in le houſe ; which the — 
to do, 


-She farther: ape, that. a, Wil- 
iams had lodgings at Sidmouth; that, on 
her leaving Dawliſn to go to Sidmouth, 
ſhe left with the deponent a box, which 


ſhe ſaid contained fifty guineas, with ſome 


papers and writings, Which ſhe ſaw, Mrs. 
Williams put into it; which ſhe then 
ſealed up, and told this deponent to de- 
liver to the captain as ſoon as he return- 
ed from ſea; which ſhe delivered accor- 
dingly to the captain when he came back 
about a fortnight afterwatds. That this 
deponent then told the captain, by her 
miſtreſs's direction, that her miſtreſs Was 
gone to Sidmouth; and the captain then 


* gave 
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and told her to eilen 
him che next morning, to carry adetter 
to Mrs. Williams at Sidmouth; which 
:ſhe [accordingly did; and that the fame 
day (afterwards) Mrs. Williams rode out, 
and on her return told tlie deponent ſie 
had met the captain; and then gave her 
papers or writings, which ſhe apprehend- 


4 


ed were articles of ſeparation between 


Mr. Williams and his wife; and which 
ſhe afterwards delivered to Captain Pey- 
ton at Exmouth; at which time, | Mrs, 
Williams alſo gave her a guinea. And 
this deponent aſked leave to go to Exeter, 
to ſee the child that was then with het 
maſter; but her miſtreſs told her ſhe had 
better not, as the ſervants might aſk: her 


n. 


She ſays, ſne was produced on -the 
tial between Mr. Williams and Captain 
Peyton, as: a witneſs, and croſs- examined 
by the deſendant s counſel. She alſo ſays 
551 that, 


y 
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that, from all the circumſtances "related 
in her foregoing depoſition, ſhe does ve- 
rily, and -in her conſcience believe, that 
Mrs. Williams ie of a lewd; vicious, in- 
continent diſpoſition, and has often com. 


mitted the rin bf OE Oy . 
* nd | 
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"MARY; CRUISE, wiſe; al; Samuel 
Crailh, of Briſtol, aged thirty-ſix vears, 
depoſes and ſays, that ſhe was hired as a 
cook-maid,. N24 „Mis, Williams, party in 
this cauſe, in the year 1780. That, at 
Y that time, Mrs, Williams had two lodg- 
ings, one of Mrs. Cleave, and the other 
of Mrs. Dearing, at Dawliſh. That one 
night, about eight or nine o'clock, as ſhe 
believes, about a month after ſhe lived 
F with Mrs, Williams, ſhe opened the par- 
| = lour door at Cleave's lodgings, to ſpeak to 
—_  -: her miſtreſs, and ſhe then ſaw Captain 


| : Peyton fitting in the window-ſeat with 
Iþ her miſtreſs, with his hand in her boſom, 
i She likewiſe ſays that, one day, Suſanna 
1 Tozer ſhewed this deponent one of her 
= - miſtreſs's ſhifts, on which were ſeveral 
| |. marks or ſtains ; and faid to her, that if 


1 | ſa had ever a mind to know when Cap- 
527 
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ain Peyton had been with her miſtreſs, 
ſhe! would have her take notice of her 
Mifts, which this deponent generally 
waſhed; and the deponent frequently af- 
terwards ſawy the like marks and ſtains aon 
her miſtreſs s ſhifts, When they were given 
Ur for that purpoſe. But ſhe never ob- 
ſerved thoſe marks and ſtains after Mr. 
Williams (party in this cauſe) had been at 
:Dawliſ with her miſtreſs, if Captain 
a * abſent from that 3 ) 


That about fix weeks * the KERR 
alter ſnie was in Mrs. MWilliams's ſervice, 
he ſaid ſomething about her maſter; and 
Mrs, Williams aſked: who ſhe called mal. 
ter i And ſhe replied Mr. Williams. That 
then Mrs. Williams anſwered, that ſhe 

© (theideponent) had no maſter, and herſelf 
no huſband, as they were ſeparated: | 


Sbe further depoſes that, about Mi- 
; Fi Oe as ſhe W there 
H were 


ff 
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were articles * Aeparation between her 
maſter and miſtreſs ; and, that her mif- 
treſs told her ſhe had an allowance of two 
hundred pounds a year, as long as ſhe 
kept maſter Williams, (meaning her child) 
That ſhe does not know at whoſe inſtance 
- the articles were drawn, or whether Mr. 
Williams ſubmitted to them with reluc- 
- tance or not: and further to theſe parti- 
culars ſhe cannot depoſe, ſave only, that 


there was a tent- bed in the little er 
at Dearin 5 3 


a4 # 


reg 
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| Sbe tine Acacia, Ae 
-the ſeparation took place, there were lodg- 
| ings: taken for Mrs. Williams, at a Mrs. 
8 Milliner's, at Sidmouth, where ſhe lived 
with her about ſeven: weeks: that Captain 
Peyton came there about a fortnight after- 
wards, being then juſt returned from a 
cruiſe, and ſent from the London inn in 
that place (where he put his horſe) a note, 
Which wWas brought to Mrs. Milliner's, 
delivered it to 2 Williams; and 
pe 1 then 


4 
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then Mrs. Williams ſent Mrs. Milliner to 
the Captain, at the inn; but with what 

meſſage, the deponent cannot ſay. That, 
the ſame evening, about eight O clock, 
Mrs. Milliner, returned, with Captain 
Pepton; to Mrs. Williams's lodgings; and 
the Captain ſtaid with her there, till two 
o'clock the next morning; and that he 
viſited her there two or three times after- 
wards, about ſeven or eight o'clock in the 
evening; and ſtaid with her, as ſhe be- 
heves, till nearly the ſame time as before. 
That ſoon afterwards, he came more fre- 
quently ; and ſome times ſtaid three or 
four days together; then he uſed: to break- 
faſt, dine, and ſup, with Mrs. Williams 
alone; and would behave as maſter of the 


| houſe, and give R 1 directions to 
the E N as ſuch. 


She further Kepler Nhat! as the has aid 
before, the Captain uſed: to viſit her miſ- 
treſs, and frequently be alone with ber. 
1 one night, ſhe ſuſpecting a criminal 


: H 2 inter- 
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intercoutſe, liſtened at the parlour door, 
where ſhe knew the Captain and her miſ- 
treſs were then alone together, having juſt 
before carried into the room ſome candles; 
that ſlie then heard Captain Peyton kiſa 
Mrs. Williams, and likewiſe Mrs. Wil- 
liams | ſpeak in a low tone of voice; but 
ſhe could not diſtinguiſh- her words; but 
« My G- d defend me, I won't hurt you.” 
That then a little ſtruggling, or buſtling 
enſued, and ſhe likewiſe heard a ſhortneſs 
of Breathing, as if two people were in the 
act of ———; as well. as the cracking of 
a chair; and this deponent law a chair, 
Wien = to the Wen u broke . * 


n 


That Captain Pepton went np as the 
believes, about twelve or one o'clock that | 
night, after which ſhe hghted her miſtreſs 
to ded. mn alter her miſtreſs had got 
her 


her ee Tasche wa den, aches ſhe 
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put it en in the morning, for that nor 
there was a ſtain upom it; the depanent 
replied, that 3t was quite clean when the 
gave it her in the monning. Her miſtreſs 
then called her to logk at the ſtain, which 
ſhe did, and ſaid the ſtain was not there in 
the morning. That then Mrs. Williams 
changed colour, and ſeemed confuſed ; and 
ordered this deponent to put it with her 
other dirty linen, She then left her miſ- 
treſs s room, and took it with her, and 
examined the petticoat, and found the 

ſtains ſomewhat wet; the next morning 
ſhe brought her miſtreſs a clean ſhift, as 
ſhe had been ordered the night before; 
examined that which ſhe had taken off, 
and found on it the ſame kind of marks, 
or ſtains, as ſhe ſaw before on the petti- 
coat. | That, ſoon after, her miſtreſs came 
to this deponent in the hall, outſide the 
parlour, and brought her « chair that was 
broke; and aſked her, whether ſhe knew 
ah it came tp be broken: ? and the.deppe 


nent 
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nent ſaid; the did not know. That Mrs. 
Williams then told ber, that ſhe" ſhould 
ſet that chair in the hall, and bring one 
from thence into the parlour and that | 
which Was broke, MAT: be | ag for, 


"TE < 


Mrs, W iliams sas at Sidmouth, ſhe 
waſhed all her linen, (except two or three 
times) that ſhe has taken particular no- 


tice that, after the Captain had been with 
her miſtreſs, there were divers marks or 


ſtains on her ſhifts; which ſhe never per- 


cCeived but when Captain Peyten was with 


Mrs. Williams at Sidmeuth; which were 
of the ſame nature with thoſe ſhe had be- 


fore obſerved, on her miſtreſs s ſhifts at 
rect} £7. SEV 


- She Farther 8 that Me. Williams 


was at Sidmouth but once, during that 


time ſhe was there with her miſtreſs; and 
at that time he did not ſleep with Mrs, 
Williams. She verily believes, that the 

. ſaid 


63 


1b. aw is 
ſaid ſtains were occaſioned by an impro- 


per connexion, between Captain — 
and her miſtreſs. 


She likewile K 4 Mrs Wa 
liams told her, before ſhe left Sidmguths 
that her uncle Milford, and Dr. Roe 
had been with her, and told her. they 
would not leave ber, unleſs the would 
promiſe, ſhe would not ſpeak. to Captain 
Peyton for a twelvemonth ; but, though 
ſhe. had ſpoke (or Promiſed it) with her 


tongue, yet ſhe. did not do it with her 
heart. And this deponent ſays, that, 


from alt the foregoing g circumſtances of her 


* My _— 4.4. 


Williams to be of a vicious and lewd diſ- 
poſition ; and that ſhe and Captain Pey- 
ton have often, had the carnal knowledge . 
of each other, and committed rhe ite | 
> of Ader e (4 | 


"The Mark 5 
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75. Depoſtion f 15 Lane. 3 
1 pon oy 00 lentg ith Min 
Ackland; at Minehead; in the county of 
Sbtceſet, aged ubbut twenty-ſeveit years, 
a Witneſs produced and fworn, depoſes 
and fays, chat ſhe came to live with Mr. 
"John Williams, and EHzabeth his wife 
(Parties in this cauſe) about the latter end 
"bf Gctöber, 1779, as ſhe! believes; ald 
continued in their ſervice near a twelve ⸗ 
monch; that ſhe well knows Captain 
"Peyton; from his flequent vilits to her 
nr houſe, when at Freter. 2 


„ 


— about Wlidlb ner Alb wg, 
cher Mläfter ook lodgings at Dawliſh, in 


the county of Devon, and about twelve 
miles from Exeter, on the ſea - coaſt. 


Thin the Beaver ſloop, which Captain 
Peyton 


yo Peyton commanded, then lay at a few 
miles diſtance; on the weſt fide of the ri - 
vers That, ſoon after Mrs. Williams 
went to her lodgings at Dawliſh, Cap- 
tain Peyton removed his horſe (which 
had been uſually kept at Exmouth) to 
Dawliſh': that the Captain was ſometimes 
alone-with her miſtreſs; during Mr Wil- 
liams's abſence, and ſometimes Miſs Har- 
ris;: who was then on à viſit to Mrs. Wil- 
liams, uſed to be with them: that Mrs. 
Williams ſometime afterwards; took other 
lodgings at Dawliſh, of Sarah 'Deeritigy/ 
for the better accommodation of the fami- 
Iys and in the parlour of the ſaid laſt· men- 
tioned lodgings, there was ſmall tent- Bed, 
in which her maſter 3 flept when he 
came to ' Dawliſh';” and the deponent, 
when he was not there; as her miſter u- 
fually came to Dawliſh of a Saturday; and 
contineed' there till the Monday follow- 
ing; and ſometimes oftener thaff Giice a 
week;”! as his buſinieſs wouid permit 

That, ſoon after the latter lodgings were 


ho 
a: 


Si) 0 1 ; taken 


- 
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ken, the. met ber miſtreſs coming opt! 
about twelve o'clock; in the morning, 
from Deering's houſe; and while ſhe was 
in converſation with her miſtreſs, Captain 
Peyton alſo came out. That, on Mrs. 
Williams's and the Captain's going away, 
this deponent, ſuſpecting a criminal in- 
tercourſe between them, and having rea- 
ſon to believe that they had been alone 
together; ſhe had the curioſity to go into 
the little parlour, where the tent-bed 
wag; and on which ſhe had ſlept the prece- 
ding night; and which this deponent made 
be much tumbled, as if ſome perſon or per- 
ſons; had lain thereon; and like wiſe the 
1 ſervant man's great coat, which uſually 
hung behind the door, thrown on the 
bed; Which was not there in the morn- 
ing, when ſhe made ; it up; and further ob- 
ſerved marks or ſcratches on the floor of 
mme toom, near the ſaid bed; which ap- 

TI peared as though made wi the tops of 
boots or ſhocs. $4 
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She further depoſes, that her fellow form. 
want,” Suſannah Tozer, ſhewed her two. 


or three pair of her miſtreſs's filk ſtockings, 
which were very dirty and black,as if boots, 
or _ had ok erer againſt them. | 

This Aba further fays, that me 
has once ſeen Captain Peyton kiſs Mrs. 
Williams; and has' frequently ſeen her 
put her leg on his knee, for him to 
buckle her ſhoes; which he accordingly 


This deponent further adds that, from 
_ obſerving ſo much | familiarity between 
Captain Peyton and her miſtreſs; and, 


from the general report of their criminal 
intercourſe; and, as well as for the ſake 


of her own character, ſhe quitted Mrs. 
"Williams's ſervice ſoon afterwards. 


She further depoſes that, from the cir- 
cumſtances of the Captain's being ſome- 
times alone with her miſtreſs for ſome 

MS hours 
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hours uy 1 and feeing the tent · bed 
ſo much, tumbled, as. before mentioned 2 
ſhe does verily believe, that Captain Pey- 
ton and Mrs. Williams, had carnal know= 
ledge of cach other, and did then commit 
the crime of Adultery. She likewiſe de- 
| poles, that, before her maſter took lodg- 
ings at Dawliſh, he was abſent at Barn- 
ſtaple upon ſome buſineſs, for four or five 
days; during which time Captain Peyton 
lodged at the Hotel at Exeter; and viſited 
her miſtreſs. conſtantly every day; and 
ſtaid with her for ſome hours together a- 
lone; and ſeldom left the houſe till nine 
or ten in the evening: this deponent fur- 
her ſays, that ſhe was told by her fellow 
ſervant, Suſannah Tozer, that her miſtreſs 
ordered her that no one ſhould come to 
her, until ſuch time as ſhe rung the den z 
and * ſhe cannot depoſe. 


MART LANE. 
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The Depoſition of Fames Biſgood. 

JAMES BISGOOD, of the gity of 
Exeter, ſcrivener, aged about fifty-one 
years and upwards, a witneſt, produced 
and ſworn 3 depoſes,, that the paper wris 
ting or exhibit, marked with. the letter 
A, hereto annexed, and now Ahewn to 
him at the time of his examination, 1s and 
contains a true copy of the regiſter of the 
"baptiſm of Sophia Melhuiſh, which was 
faichfully extracted and taken by this de- 
ponent, from the regiſter · book of the 
er of Northam aforeſaid, and * him 

Was end with the ori iginal, . 


og 941 1n JAMES. BISGOOD; 
Nox THANMH. Pariſh Regiſter, 
BaftioMs; 17822. 
SOPHIA MELHUISJ1, daughter «cf 
Mrs. Elizabeth Williams, wife of M . 
John Williams, an Attorney at Law 
Exeter, was baptiſed January 18th. 


_ © (if 
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The Nee, of Samuel oeh. 4 


' SAMUEL CASELY, of the city of 
Exeter, aged about thirty years, now 2 
ſervant to Mr. John Williams (a party in 
this cauſe) with whom he has lived for 
ſeven years and upwards, depoſes and ſays, 
to the twenty-ſecond article of the libel, 
that his maſter hath never lived and co- 
habited with Elizabeth Williams, his 
wife, ſince the ſeparation took place, 
which this deponent believes to have been 
in the month of October, 1780. That 
he hath never ſeen, nor doth he believe 
that they have been together fince the 
time of the aforeſaid ſeparation. ' | 


SAMUEL CASELY.- 


. J b Bet £14 of £4357 a - FA 


The Depoſition of William Sandford. 
WILLIAM SANDF ORD, of the city 
of Exeter, gentleman, aged about. thirty- 
eight years, a Ys angel and- 
ſworn. | 


1 
' EY 2s 


To che thirteenth article of. the libet,” 
this deponent. ſays, that the paper writing 
or exhibit, marked. with the letter B, and, 
| now ſhewn to this deponent at the time 
of examination, containing articles of ſe- 
paration between John Williams and Eli- 
zabeth Williams (patties in this cauſe) 
is the very fame paper writing that was 
drawn and prepared by this deponent, 
and to which he ſubſcribed his name, as 
witneſs to the execution thereof, and that 
he ſaw the ſame duly figned, ſealed, and : 
delivered by the faid John Williams and 
Elizabeth his wife, and for further parti- 
culars 


% 


| LE * c 1 8 ral oh . 


culars, he refers to 1 ſaid deed; and 
this deponent further ſays, that he drew 


the ſaid deed at the inſtance of the Hic 5 
John Wifftaris*; und his Wiss. 


Po the twentieth articte 1 this deponent 
trois, there Was an action brought i in his 
May jeſty's' cout of King's-Bench,- as he 
believes againſt Joſeph Peyton, by the 
name and deſcription AS in the libel men- 
honed, as this” deponent believes,” for 
damages, | Kefthiliea by the faid John Wil- 
lams, Os treſpaſs for criminal converſation n 
with his w rife. 4 "That the cauſe came on | 
to. be beitd, to the belt of His recolledtion, 
at the ſarnmer alſzes, held ſometime in 
Net Uk, at the Caſtle of Exeter, be- 
fore Sir Richard Perryn, Knight. That 
after the examination of ſeveral witneſſes,” 
a verdict was given for the plalntiff, for 
one thouſand Pounds damages, with coſts 
of ſuit, As this deponent believes. 
3 eee SANDFORD. 4 


The | 
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JONATHAN. GREEN, er e "hy * 


of Exeter; gentleman, aged about fixty- 


one years and upwards, a witneſs, produ- 5 


ced and ſworn, depoſes and lays, | 


10 e twenty-third 
articles of the Übel, this deponent has 


been info ormed, and verily believed, that 


Mr. Wi 1ams has not lived and cohabited 4 
with his wife, Elizabeth Williams, ſince 


the month of October, 1780, which he 


believes was the time that the ſeparation | 


took place between the parties in this 
: cauſe; and he further depoſes, that on 
the eleventh day of October, 1781, (hav- 
ing made a memorandum of the day) the 
deponent being at Appledore, in the coun- 
ty of Devon, met Mrs. Williams in the 


ſtreet, between the hours of ſeven and. 
bb a K . eight. a 


Mrs: Bs 5 me, =. 
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5 in the evening. That as ſoon 3 as he 
made himſelf known to her, and the uſual 
compliments were paſſed of. aſking .cach 
other how they did; and this deponent 
exprefling ſome concern to ſee her alone 
fo dark an evening, and in ſo diſagreeable 
a place; ſhe ſaid ſhe expected a ſervant _ 
to call at Mr. Hogg's s for her, where the 


was then going. T hat ſhe ſpoke with a 
very. low tone of voice, ſaid ſhe Was the 


moſt miſerable of all beings, and 1 imme- 
diately burſt out into a flood of tears, al- 
moſt into an agony. This deponent then 
returned with her to Mr. Hogg's, when 
ſhe repeated the ſame expreſſion as before, 
that ſhe was the moſt miſerable of all 
| beings. That this deponent then obſerved, 
« If I am not miſtaken, Madam, you are 
big with child; ” ſhe replied, © I am; and 
| 401 t know whether I have more than a 
month to go.“ The deponent ſaid he was 
ſorry to ſee her in ſuch a fituation, and 
aſked" her if ſhe had a female friend to 
adviſe or conſult with, and ſhe ſaid ſhe 
a” | had 


Mrs. Elizabeth Wilhams, 5; 


had none; this deponent further remarked, 
that he was ſorry to hear that Captain Pey- 
ton lighted her; to which ſhe replied, it 
was a falſe: report. That this deponent 
then aſked her, if ſhe thought that Cap- 
tain Peyton would marry her? to which 
ſhe replied, —* He has promiſed me 4 
thouſand times ;” and, that he only waited 
till the divorce could be obtained; and 

me likewiſe ſaid, he would have married 
* 1 if he could. liel, 
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 JoNATHAN GREEN. 
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\ JAMES PEARCE, is young, * 
Bs city of Exeter, ſerivener, aged twenty. 


ix years and upwards, a witneſs prodiiced 


and ſworn ;'depoſes,' chat the paper writing 
and exhibition marked, No. „ and here: 
unto annexed and now ſhewn to' bim, at 
the time of his examination, is a true copy 
of the entry of the marriage of John Wil- 
liams, and Elizabeth, Williams, (formerly, 
Melhuiſh) parties in this cauſe, which was 
faithfully taken and extracted from the 
regiſter- book of marriages, ſolemnized i in 
the chapel of Withcombe Rayleigh ; and 
which he, this deponent, comparedand col- 
lated with the original, And he further 
depoſes, that the 10 John Williams (party 
in this cauſe) brought an action in his Ma- 
jeſty” s court of King's s Bench, ark Joſeph 


. 


Peyton, 


530 


22 Elkzabeth 15 hans | 77 


Peyton, the younger, Eſq. for damages ſafe 
gained by him the ſaid John Williams, in 
treſpaſs, for criminal ee "mm his 
ae wife, Elizabeth e 5 


® ff 
11 vv A. 3s 75 74 


That Ae er came on to be tried 
in Auguſt laſt, at the aſſizes held at the 
Caſtle: of Exeter, for the county of Devon, 
before Sir Richard Perryn, Knight, one of 
the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of Ex- 
chequer, as he believes, and a ſpecial j jury, 
when after an Examination of ſeveral 
witneſſes for the producent, 1 the j Jury found 
a verdict for Mr. Williams, for'one thou- 


ſand pounds ate with coſts of ſuit. 
. | JAMES PEARCE, Jun. 


| Withycomb Rawleigh Regitter, 
ee 2ls - = 
Banns and Marriages. 


Bannws of marriage between John Wil- 
oh of. Littleham and Exmouth, and 


Eliza- 


1 


Elizabeth Melhuiſh of Withyeotab Raf 
Jeigb, were publiſhed! on May 1—8 and 
45—of, 1774, of the pariſh of Littlenam 
and Exmouth. John Williams and Eli- 
rzabeth Melhuiſh of this pariſh of With- 
comb Rawleigh were married in this 
chapel, by banns, this 12th day of May, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven e 
and nnn. by ibs: 11 


MATTHEW MUNDAY, vicar, | 


1 1 * 
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This mar riage was folemnized between us, 
JOHN WILLIAMs, 
ee MELHUISH, 


v1 the e preſence 1 
, JOHN DRAKE, | 
| The 
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The Depoſition of Mary Tſaac. LY 


| 


MARV ISAAC, of Appledore, in the 
pariſh of Northam, in the county of 


Devon, now ſervant to Mr. Williams, 
(party in this cauſe) aged about twenty- 


five years, a witneſs produced and ſworn. . 


To the fourteenth article of the libel | 
ſhe Uepoles, - that ſometime. towards the 


latter end of. the ſummer, 1780, ſhe was 
hired as a ſeryant by Mrs. Williams, at 
Sidmouth, at which place ſhe lived about 


a week ; py ſhe knows Joſeph Peyton, 
commonly called Captain Peyton; that 


ſhe came to know him by his viſiting her 


miſtreſs, at Mr. Milliner' a. Sidmouth, ; 


at whoſe lodgings her miſtreſs then Was. 
That in Wee uſed frequently to 


- * as * 


viſit, 4 


* 
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| viſit; dine; Won and be alone A Mrs: 


Williams there, till ten or eleven o'clock | 


at night ; but whether he acted as maſtef 


of the houſe; 1 in giving directions as ſuch, 


| ſhe does not know, having been there but 
a ſhort time. 


9 \ 9 * * . * 
, J 


"| ! oY 4 
U p oy 


To the fete article & the Feel; 
ſhe depoſes, that ſome time in the ſpring 
of the year 1781, there were lodgings 


hired for Mrs. Williams, at a Mts. Scri- 


ven's, at Weymouth; in the county of | 
Dorſet; 3 that they conſiſted of two lodg- 
ing rooms; a drefling room, a kitchen, and 


a parlour : that the deponent ſlept at 


nights in an adjoining Houſe, except at 


ſuch times as when Captdin Peyton was 3 


abſent from Weymouth; for when he was : 


there he ſlept in the ſame lodgings with 


Mrs. Williams. The deponent has ſeen 
the Captain j in her miſtreſs's bed=chamber; 
alone. with her. That ſometimes the de- 
ponent locked the door. of the lodging- 


bouſe, and carried the key with her, when 


the 


— 7 
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| the Captain lept in that houfe ; and at 


other times he locked the door on the 1 in- 
fide, and kept- the key himſelf That 
when thoſe aforeſaid lodgings were taken 
of Mrs. Scriven, ſhe verily believes, that 


* as 


ſhe took them to be man and wife; and 


thought the ſame for ſome time after⸗ 
wards: and ſhe verily believes they were 
generally reputed and taken as ſuch by ſhe 


people. of n for lane de. SLY 
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- * 
- 


Vio St 

To the cla article; ſhe ea; 
that ſoon after they quitted the lodgings at 
Weymouth, they removed to Char mouth, 
in the county of Dorſet; that Captain 
Peyton uſed te viſit her miſtreſs there, and 
be ſometimes alone with her in the bed- 
chamber; but for how long time together 
ſhe does not recollect. That ſhe did ſuſ- 


: pect a criminal intercourſe between Mrs. 


Williams and Captain Peyton, at Char- 
mouth, as her miſtreſs appeared to this 
deponent to be with child She further 
adds, that after ſome time, Mrs. Williams 


L 7 {exe 
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ſettled at PEEL, ; and that Captain Peyer 
ton s ſloop. of war was ſtationed in the har- 
bour of Appledore : :, that Captain Peyton, 
when on ſhore, lived and cohabited with 
Mrs. Williams, at bed and board, as his 
wife ; and that ſhe has often ſeen them 
lked, and alone, in bed together; ; and 
that at other times Mrs. Williams has vi- 
fired him on board the Beaver ſloop of war, 
- aha ſaid there all night; and, as ſhe be- 
lieves, ſlept" thete! together alone with 
him ; on "which account ſhe verily believes 
they have had the carnal uſe and know- 
jedge of each others bodies, and oomrmit. 
ted the ee N een * 


as | $$ 
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To the W el article: he . 

ſes, that-inge Chelived wich Mrs. Williams, 
ſhe never ſaw Mr. Williams (party in this 
cauſe) in company with her miſtreſs ; nor 
ever + heard, nor does ſhe believe, that 


there has. been any perſonal intercourſe 
between, them fince that dez 2 


To 


Mr rs, Elizabeth Williams,” 


83 

40 the twenty-third article, he de- 
poſes, that Mrs, Williams was delivered 
of a female child,.in her preſence, on the 
laſt day of December 1781, who has 
been fince baptized by the name of So- 
phia Melhuiſhz but who is the father 
of the ſaid child ſhe cannot take upon 
her to ſay; ſhe has never heard Captain 
Peyton, or Mrs, Williams, ſay whoſe 
child it was. To the twenty-fifth, and 
twenty-fixth articles, ſne depoſes as before, 
that her miſtreſs ſtill reſides in the pariſh 
of Northam, and dioceſe of Exeter; and 
for further particulars of the ſaid articles 
ſhe refers to the law.. 


— 


* 


MART ISAAC. 
26th: June 1782. 
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1. Depofiim f Benjenin Fall 


lounge FOLLET, the young, 
of Garden Court, Middle Temple, Lon» 
don, gentleman, aged about thirty- three 
OT a witneſs r and worn. 


To the t webty - uf article of the faid 
libel, and to the paper writing, or ex- 
'hibit, marked, No. 2, therein pleaded 
and propounded, and annexed to the ſaid 
libel, this deponent ſaith, that he was 
the attorney for John Williams, the pro- 
ducent in this cauſe, in a ſuit lately de- 
pending in his Majeſty's court of King's 
Bench, between him the faid John Wil- 
- Hams, and Joſeph Peyton, the younger, 
Eſquire; and that, on the fifteenth day 
of E laſ paſt, he did obtain 


from 


Mr s. Elizabeth Williams. W 23 


from the clerk vf the King's Bench Trea- 
ſury, a copy of the original judgment 
made by the ſaid court of King's Bench, 
in the aforeſaid cauſe ; and that, after he 
had fo obtained the faid copy, he, the 
deponent, together with one of the clerks 
in the King's Bench Treaſury aforeſaid, 
did examine the ſaid copy with the ori- 
ginal record, and found it to agree there- 
with ; and 'the deponent ſays, that the 
paper writing, marked, No. 2, now pro- 
duced and ſhewn to him, is the very copy 
he ſo examined with the original record, 
by reaſon that the name, Benjamin Fol- 
let, jun. ſubſcribed to the atteſtation at 
the foot of the ſaid copy, is of this de- 
ponent's hand-writing. 


BENJAMIN FOLLET, jun. 


EXHIBITS. 


— — 2 — — — — 
* 


* 


. 
- 1 — 1 * 
—— —Uä — — . —— 3 OP W * , * 
# 
—— 


POO EXHIBITS. 


% * ” 

. A Fs 

* 0 

* 
= - 

* o * * . 7 

86 * The Trial ö | 

- » N © 
* ) „ — * % $- + 
- 


= 


No. * 5 $2278 2DLIDE: 
* of marriage between John wil. 


| liams, of Littleham and Exmouth, and Eli⸗ 


zabeth Melhuiſh, of Wythicombe Raw- 


leigh, were publiſhed on May. the it, 
8th, and 1 15th, 19 


N 63. 

John Williams, of the pariſh of Lit- 
flcham and Exmouth, and Elizabeth 
Melhuiſh, of this pariſh of Wythicombe 
Rawleigh, were married in the chapel, 
by banns, this 15th day of May, in the 


-- 


£ year one thouſand ſeven — and ſe- 


venty- four, 
| by me, 
MATTHEW MUN DAY, vicar. 


\ F 


This marriage was ) Jwo. WIL VUIANMS, 


ſolemnized between ELIZ. MrLHUISsR. 
1-4-7 ls | | ? 

In the preſence of 

JOHN DRAKE, ; 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 


% 


Mrs. Blizabeth Williants. #3 


- The above was taken. out of Wythi- 
combe Rawleigh. Regiſter, in the county 


of Devon, this 0 day of May, 1 


«Ht! by me, (44. n 


5 MATTHEW MUNDAY, 
5 "Vicar of Wrythicombe cee. 


725 N » No," 25. Ky 
Pleas before our Lord the King,” at 
Weſtminſter, of the Term of the Holy 
Trinity, in the twenty-firſt year of the 
reigu of our Sovereign Lord George the 
Third. by the grace of God of Gr reat 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, De- 


"* 


fender of the Faith, and in the 91 of 


1 


our Lord, es e Mb 


Txinity Term, 21ſt Geo, UI. Roll 672. 


"Devonſhire. John Williams, Gentle⸗ 
man, puts in his place Benjamin Follet, 
the younger, his attorney, againſt Joſeph 


Peyton, the younger, Eq. in a ea. 8 


Te ga tl the caſe, E; 


£ 


Devon- 


—_— 


«» ůW— WW 


Devonſhire, to wit. The ſaid Joteph 
Peyton puts in his place William Sleigh, 
His attorney, at the fuit of the "ſaid John 
Willa, in the: _u aforeſaid. 


* © © de . vt 


11 
1 
. 
14 


3 60 8 : Be it . 
chat heretofore, that is to ſay, on Friday 


next, after fifteen days from Eaſter day in 


the term of Eaſter, now laſt paſt, before our 
Lord the King, at Weſtminſter, came 
John Williams, Gentleman, by Benja- 
min Follet, the younger, his attorney, and 


brought here into the Court of our ſaid 


Lord the King, then and there, his cer- 
tain bill againſt Joſeph Peyton the young- 
er, Eſq- being in the cuſtody of the mar- 
ſhal, of the Marſhalſea, of our Sovereign 

Lord the King, before the King himſelf, 


of a plea of treſpaſs on the caſe, and 


there are pledges for proſecuting, name- 
ly, John Doe and Richard. Roe ; which 


faid Bill followeth in theſe words : that 


* C i 


is to ſay, 
9 to wit, John Willia iams, 8 
tleman, 


Mrs. Elizabeth Williams. 8g 


man, | complains _ againſt Joſeph : Peyton, 
the younger, Eſq. being in the cuſtody of 
the marſhall of the Marſhalſca of our So- | 
vereign Lord the King, befere the King 
himſelf; for that the ſaid Joſeph, on the 
firſt day of Septemher, in the year of our 
Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and er 
venty nine, and on divers other days and 
times between that day and the day of ex- 
hibiting the bill of the ſaid John, at Daw- 
liſh, in the county of Devon, with force 
and arms aſſaulted Elizabeth then and ſtill 
the wife of the ſaid John Williams, and 
beat and ill-treated her, and then and 
here raviſhed, defloured, debauched, lay 
with, and carnally knew her the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth, whereby the ſaid John, for a long 
time, to wit, from the ſaid firſt day of 
September, in the year aforeſaid, hither- 
to hath loſt and been deprived of the com- 
fort and fellowſhipof his ſaid wife, and her 
aid and aſſiſtance in his domeſtic affairs, 
vhich during all the time aforeſaid he ought 
to have had, and might have had, to wit, 


M 2 


| — rn "=D „ * 
- . " ” | C5 N \ * Y ly | 
. 90 The Trial of 


at Dawliſh efolchias; and then and chere 38 
did other injuries to the faid John, to tho 
great damage of the faid John, and againſt 
the peace of dur Lord the King. Where- 
upon the faid John faith, that he is injured | 
and hath ſuſtained damage to the value of . 
two thouſand pounds, and therefore hz 
eee his ſuit, _ Cade ee 


* 
* 7 EY 
#54 , 


And now at this day, that i is to "mM 
on Friday next, after the morrow of the 
Holy Trinity, i in this fame term, to which 


day the aid Joſeph' had leave to impart to 
wg the ſaid bill of the faid John; and then 


to anſwer; &c. before Gur Lord the King. 
at Weſtminſter, comes as well the faid | 


John, by his attorney aforeſaid, as the 
faid Joſeph by William Sleigh, | his attor- 


ney; and the ſaid Joſeph defends the 
force and injury, when, &c. and ſays, that 
he is not guilty of the premiſſes above laid 
| to his charge, in manner and form as. the 
5 faid John above complains againſt him, 
and of this he puts, himſelf upon the coun- 


UF 2 


A Elizabeth Williams. 7 1 or | 


try, and the faid John doth the like ; 


therefore, let a jury come thereupon be- 
fore our Lord the King, at Weſtminſter, 
on Wedneſday next, after three weeks 
from the day of the Holy Trinity, by 
whom, &c. and who. neither, &c. to re- 
cognize, &c. becauſe as well, &c. the 


ſame day is given to the ſaid parties, at 
the ſame place. 


* 


Afterwards the ſaid. Proceedings were 
continned between the parties aforeſaid, of 
the plea aforeſaid, by reſpiting the jury 
between them, before our Lord the King, 
at Weſtminſter, until Tueſday next, after 
the morrow of All Souls; unleſs the Juſtices 
of our Lord the King, aſſigned to hold the 
aſſizes in and for the county aforeſaid, ſhall 
firſt come on Monday, the ſixth day. of 
Auguſt next, at the Caſtle of Exeter, in the 
county aforeſaid, according to the form of 
the ſtatute, &c. for default of the jurors, 
&c. At which day; befote our Lord the 
King, at Weſtminſter, the ſaid John comes 
| NM 2 by 


his attorney, and the ſaid juſtices, before 
whom, &c, ſent here their record, had | 
before therm in e wards - "7 


. Atte e „on . place 
within; contained, before Sir Richard Per- 
ryn, Knight, one of the Barons of his 
Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, and Fran- 
cis Buller, Efq. one of the Juſtices. of his 
Majeſty's Court of King's-Bench, Juſtices 
of our Lord the King, appoiated to take 
the aſſizes for the county within written, 
according to the form of the ſtatute, &c. 
come, as well as the within - named John 
Williams, as the within named Joſeph 


Peyton, the younger, Eſq. by their attor- 
nies, alſo. within-named z and the jurors 


of the jury, whereof mention is within 


made, being ſolemnly called, twelve of 
| them, to wit; Sir Frederick Leman Ro- 


gers, Baronet, John Stuard, Philip Rogers 
Webber, Robert Harding, Charles Web- 
ſter, Richard Bowden, Giles Yard, Tho- 

mas 2 William Mackworth Praed, 
** 5 


| Wſeuites 3 ; Sit John Bunt 1 
Robert Cooke, and Thomas Taylor, Eſ- 
quire; likewiſe came, and being elected, 
tried and ſworn, to ſpeak the truth of the 
matters within contained, ſay upon oath, 
that the ſaid Joſeph is guilty of the pre- 
miſſes within laid to his charge, in man- 
ner and form as the ſaid John within 
complains againſt him, and they aſſeſs 
the damages of the ſaid John, by reaſon of 
the premiſſes over and above his coſts and 
charges, which he has been put to about 
his ſuit in this behalf, to one thouſand 
pounds, and for thoſe coſts and charges to 
forty ſhillings. Therefore it is conſidered, 
that the ſaid John recover againſt the ſaid 1 
Joſeph the damages, ſo as aforeſaid aſſeſ- ö 
ſed by the ſaid jury; and alſo one hundred 


and twenty- eight pounds for increaſe of his ER 
aid coſts and charges, by this court adjudg- _ 
ed to him at his requeſt, which ſaid dama- BY 


ges amount in the whole to eleven hundred 


and thirty pounds, and the ſaid Joſeph, 
Mercy in mercy, &c. 


* | wats 


— 
- 
- 


100 2 be Trial of \ 


ON = $1.4 ke) \- 38 i i 
Examined with the original . records i. — 
45 A the cuſtody of the clerk of the King's 85 
Bench Treaſury, the 45th. far. of 
| November, SR. not bios bent 
0 So BxT Ear. juar, 


* * N ＋ * N 2 1 4 
n headink the depoſitions of the 


on witneſſes, in this cauſe, a definitive ſen⸗ 
tence or decree was promulged to the fol- 
lowing effect, viz. That Elizabeth Wil- 

liams, after the ſolemnization and ond. 


ſammation- of her. marriage with John 


Williams, being altogether unmindful of 


her conjugal vow, &c: did, in the years 9 


and months libellate, commit the crime 

of Adultery with Joſeph Peyton, &e. and 

did thereby violate her conjugal duty, &c. 
It is therefore pronounced and decreed, 
that John Williams ſhall be divorced, &c. 
5 from bed, board, and mutual cohabitation 


with his wife, wy reaſon of — by 


